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A Reed, a Man, 
and a Prophet



Kingdom VS Kingdom

John’s work VS Jesus’ work



Like Elijah

Jesus did not come like 
the forest fire, tornado, 
or earthquake… but a 
still small voice.



Matthew 11:1

Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished 
commanding His twelve disciples, that 
He departed from there to teach and to 
preach in their cities.



Disciples are Commanded

Harvest is plentiful, laborers are few.  
Pray for more laborers.



Matthew 11:2

And when John had heard in prison 
about the works of Christ, he sent two of 
his disciples



John’s 
faithfulness to 
God got him in 
prison



“I have not come to bring 
peace but a sword.”

Matthew 10:34



…he who loses his life for 
my sake will find it.

Matthew 10:39



Matthew 11:2

And when John had heard in prison 
about the works of Christ, he sent two of 
his disciples



Matthew 11:3

and said to Him, “Are You the Coming 
One, or do we look for another?”



Jesus understands 
how you feel



Matthew 11:4

Jesus answered and said to them, “Go 
and tell John the things which you hear 
and see:



Matthew 11:5

The blind see and the lame 
walk; the lepers are cleansed 
and the deaf hear; the dead are raised 
up and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them.



Matthew 11:6

And blessed is he who is not offended 
because of Me.”



When John was 
discouraged mission Jesus 
sent a mission report



Matthew 11:7

As they departed, Jesus began to say to 
the multitudes concerning John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed shaken by the wind?



A reed shaken by the wind, like the rabbis



Matthew 11:8

But what did you go out to see? A man 
clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those 
who wear soft clothing are in kings’ 
houses.



Soft clothing



CONTRAST OF JOHN AND 
HEROD

JOHN
-Great in the sight of 
the Lord

-Servant of men

-Like Elijah, turned 
many to God

HEROD
-Great in the sight of 
men

-Tyrant of men

-Like Nimrod, led men 
to doubt and oppose 
God



Matthew 11:9

But what did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more 
than a prophet.



Matthew 11:10

For this is he of whom it is written:

‘Behold, I send My messenger before 
Your face,
Who will prepare Your way before You.’





Matthew 11:11

“Assuredly, I say to you, among those 
born of women there has not risen one 
greater than John the Baptist; but he who 
is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he.



Matthew 11:12

And from the days of John the Baptist 
until now the kingdom of heaven suffers 
violence, and the violent take it by force.



Matthew 11:13

For all the prophets and the law 
prophesied until John.



Matthew 11:14

And if you are willing to receive it, he 
is Elijah who is to come.



Matthew 11:15

He who has ears to hear, let him hear!



The spirit and 
power of Elijah



Matthew 11:16

“But to what shall I liken this generation? 
It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to their 
companions,



Matthew 11:17

and saying:

‘We played the flute for you, And you did 
not dance; We mourned to you,
And you did not lament.’





There is hope

Though no miraculous 
deliverance was granted John, he 
was not forsaken. He had always 
the companionship of heavenly 
angels, who opened to him the 
prophecies concerning Christ, 
and the precious promises of 
Scripture. 



There is hope

These were his stay, as they were 
to be the stay of God's people 
through the coming ages. To John 
the Baptist, as to those that came 
after him, was given the 
assurance, “Lo, I am with you all 
the days, even unto the end.” 
Matthew 28:20, R. V., margin.
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