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Israel needed 
Judges.  Each 
one was 
unique, and 
each had their 
flaws.
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The Birth of Samson



z

z Let there be no 
mistake
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The Bible forbids alcohol
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Patriarchs and Prophets P. 561.2

And as the children have less power to 

resist temptation than had the parents, the 

tendency is for each generation to fall 

lower and lower. To a great degree 

parents are responsible not only for the 

violent passions and perverted appetites 

of their children but for the infirmities of 

the thousands born deaf, blind, diseased, 

or idiotic.
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the flame went up toward heaven from the altar—the 
Angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar! 
When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell on their 
faces to the ground.  - Judges 13:20
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Regulations 
not arbitrary.
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Judges 14:3

Then his father and mother said to him, “Is 

there no woman among the daughters of your 

brethren, or among all my people, that you must 

go and get a wife from the uncircumcised 

Philistines?”
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2 Corinthians 6:15-16

15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part 

has a believer with an unbeliever?

16 And what agreement has the temple of God with 

idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God 

has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them.

I will be their God, And they shall be My people.”



z

z

Samson’s 
riddle
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Judges 14:19

Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon him 

mightily, and he went down to Ashkelon and 

killed thirty of their men, took their apparel, and 

gave the changes of clothing to those who had 

explained the riddle. So his anger was aroused, 

and he went back up to his father’s house.
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Samson’s 
arrest and 

slaughter of 
1,000 men
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Patriarchs and Prophets P. 564.2

Even when the Lord raised up a deliverer 

for them, they would, not infrequently, 

desert him and unite with their enemies.
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Judges 16:5

And the lords of the Philistines came up to her and 

said to her, “Entice him, and find out where his 

great strength lies, and by what means we may 

overpower him, that we may bind him to afflict 

him; and every one of us will give you eleven 

hundred pieces of silver.”
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Then she lulled him to sleep on her knees, and

called for a man and had him shave off the seven 

locks of his head. Then she began to torment him, 

and his strength left him.

Judges 16:19
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Then Samson called to the LORD, saying, “O 

Lord GOD, remember me, I pray! Strengthen me, I pray, just this 

once, O God, that I may with one blow take vengeance on the 

Philistines for my two eyes!”

Judges 16:28
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Patriarchs and Prophets P. 567.2

God's promise that through Samson He 

would “begin to deliver Israel out of the 

hand of the Philistines” was fulfilled; but 

how dark and terrible the record of that life 

which might have been a praise to God 

and a glory to the nation! 
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Patriarchs and Prophets P. 567.2

Had Samson been true to his divine 

calling, the purpose of God could have 

been accomplished in his honor and 

exaltation. But he yielded to temptation 

and proved untrue to his trust, and his 

mission was fulfilled in defeat, bondage, 

and death.
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Patriarchs and Prophets P. 567.3

Physically, Samson was the strongest man 

upon the earth; but in self-control, integrity, 

and firmness, he was one of the weakest of 

men. Many mistake strong passions for a 

strong character,  but the truth is that he who 

is mastered by his passions is a weak man. 

The real greatness of the man is measured 

by the power of the feelings that he controls, 

not by those that control him.
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